Parish Pledge and Biodiversity Policy
We, the Parish Council, pledge to work with our community to protect, restore, and enhance biodiversity across our parish. We recognise our legal duty under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 and the Environment Act 2021 to have regard for biodiversity in all decisions. We also recognise that true success depends on local knowledge, energy, and collaboration. Therefore, this pledge is not just for our Council but with our community.
Why Biodiversity Matters
• Legal Duty – Public authorities must consider biodiversity in their work.
• Healthy Ecosystems – Biodiversity underpins clean air, water, food, flood resilience, and wellbeing.
• Sustainable Future – Protecting biodiversity supports our environment, society, and economy.
Our Pledge and Statement of Intent
We will conserve and enhance biodiversity by embedding it into all decisions, managing land responsibly, raising awareness, and supporting local projects.
This Parish Council will formally adopt a Biodiversity Policy and commits to delivering action with residents, not for them.
Step-by-Step Framework for Action
Step 1: Build Partnerships & Set Up a Working Group
We will establish a Local Nature Working Group as a parish-council-linked body with councillors, residents, youth, schools, landowners, local groups, and businesses.
Step 2: Engage & Co-Create Priorities
We will hold workshops and community events to co-design a Local Nature Action Plan (LNAP).
Step 3: Map & Understand Local Nature
We will gather existing data and local knowledge to map habitats and opportunities for action.

Step 4: Agree Actions & Assign Roles
We will set clear projects, assign community champions, and agree responsibilities.
Step 5: Deliver Together
We will deliver projects in partnership with residents, celebrating successes along the way.
Step 6: Monitor, Share & Adapt
We will publish updates annually on our website, add to the Agenda of our Annual Parish Meeting and review the Local Nature Action Plan at least every five years.
Examples of Action
• Wildlife-friendly land management – reduced mowing, hedgerow care, minimal pesticide use.
• Habitat creation – wildflower meadows, ponds, pollinator corridors, nesting boxes.
• Community engagement – citizen science surveys, planting days, school projects.
• Partnerships – working with neighbouring councils, landowners, NGOs.
• Awareness raising – newsletters, website, and local media.
Monitoring & Review
We will publish an annual biodiversity progress report and review this policy every five years.
Adoption
This pledge and policy were adopted by [Parish Name] Parish Council on [Date].
Next review: [Date + 5 years].
Together, we will help nature recover, thrive, and connect us all.
