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Place-based Social Impacts of 
Climate Action

The UK Co-Benefits Atlas 
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What are co-benefits and why are they 
important?

▪ As climate actions shifts from 

energy production to homes, offices 

and lifestyles the wider 

consequence of actions (the co-

benefits) are becoming larger and 

more visible.

▪ Overwhelming these co-benefits 

are positive

▪ Highlighting the scale of these 

benefits, giving simple and specific 

examples, and highlighting success 

stories are key to communicating 

the co-benefits of climate action
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What co-benefits do we analyse?

• Co-benefits include all wider socio-economic impacts, but for the purposes of this 

analysis, we have analysed 11 robust co-benefits types:

Physical activity

Hassle costs

Noise reduction

Congestion reduction

Road repairs

Road safety

Dampness 

reduction

Excess cold

Excess heat

Air quality

Dietary change
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• High-level process for estimating 

social benefits for specific 

interventions, in specific areas.

• Estimates co-benefits according to 

local characteristics, across 

demographic, economic and 

geographical variables.

Methodology – 
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Example Methodology - Noise
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What is the high-level story?



The challenge is now about communication
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Example Local Authority:
Derbyshire Dales
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Example Local Authority:
Lambeth
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We can also use the Atlas to think about 

climate action across the UK 
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Use Cases

▪ Cost-benefit analyses – often the only way to certain climate interventions 

(e.g. heat pumps) affordable is to include co-benefits.

▪ Public perception and uptake – highlighting the co-benefits can help allay 

concerns about net-zero (economic, behavioural, etc.).

▪ Informing policymaking – the public benefits (to individuals, public bodies 

like the NHS, avoided governmental spending, etc.) can improve policy 

delivery and efficacy.

▪ Contribute to evidence base – The distributional implications of co-

benefits on wider society, and knock-on effects, are currently under-

researched in academic and policy areas.
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https://groups.google.com/g/ukcobenefitsatlas  

ukcobenefitsatlas@googlegroups.com  

https://groups.google.com/g/ukcobenefitsatlas
mailto:ukcobenefitsatlas@googlegroups.com
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