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Green Churches Event – September 2024 
Recently I spoke at a well-attended Eco Church event in 
Kineton, following which many people signed up to 
LCWN. The Eco Church programme was created some 
years ago by the Christian environmental organisation 
A Rocha (https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/) and 
launched in Coventry in 2016.  
 
Churches are encouraged to strive for levels of award, Bronze to Gold (but not competitively as in the 
Olympics and Paralympics) based on a broad range of criteria that go far beyond simply having a policy or 
doing a bit of conservation in the churchyard. The Anglican Diocese of Coventry aspires to be Net Zero by 
2030, a very ambitious target. The Eco Church targets cover many aspects not touched on by LCWN, a 
secular organisation, but there is much that looks familiar. There is a major section on a church’s buildings 
and land, for example, that aims at conservation, carbon reduction and energy efficiency. Another section 
targets the congregation’s lifestyle and choices, how they travel to church, for example. 
 
Church engagement in this programme in Warwickshire has been high with several achieving Gold. None of 
these awards are easy to achieve and require a degree of commitment. It would seem an ideal opportunity 
for our member groups to engage with their local church to work together. My experience has been that 
churches in the scheme would welcome the support offered by our community groups. LCWN is about 
inspiring, sharing, mutual support and accelerating change. 
 
We could do with a few prayers at the moment, couldn’t we?! 
 
Bob Sherman, 9th September 2024 
There were 99 Churches registered as Eco Churches on 27th March 2024:  
Eco Church - Diocese of Coventry (anglican.org) 
Eco Church map | Eco Church 

https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/warwickshire-low-carbon-network  

Welcome to the Low Carbon Warwickshire Network (LCWN) Newsletter. 
The LCWN aims to create a central hub providing guidance, information and inspiration for new and 
existing groups, mainly in rural areas. ‘Low Carbon Communities‘ events have been held in Harbury, 
Napton on the Hill, Henley-in-Arden, Church Lawford, Boddington, Kenilworth, Brailes, Cubbington, 
Wroxall, Wellesbourne and Lillington. The next event may be in Binley Woods in November 2024. 

Newsletter 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://www.coventry.anglican.org/info-for-parishes/deg/eco-church.php
https://app.ecochurch.org/map
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/warwickshire-low-carbon-network
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Stratford District Council Climate Assembly – 5th September 2024 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council hosted its First Climate Assembly on 
Thursday, 5th September. Over 20 local government, climate organisations 
and local businesses held stalls at the event to discuss their work. Staff and 
students from various educational establishments came to talk about their 
role in delivering a sustainable future. 
 
Nine workshops were delivered, each to address a specific question, with 
feedback given and more questions raised at the plenary session. 
 

1. Business and Sustainability: How can we enable businesses to 
become more sustainable? 

a. We need to communicate more with businesses, i.e. those 
not already engaged. 

b. What networks exist that include sustainability? 
2. Food Action Strategy: How do we enable accessibility to local fresh produce? 

a. We need to identify all stakeholders in food security. 
b. What do we do with farmers’ surpluses? 
c. How can we encourage more local and sustainable foods? 

3. Energy: How to reduce carbon emissions of the district related to heating our houses and 
community buildings? 

a. Can we tell the younger generation how they can participate? 
b. How can we start small and grow big?  
c. How do we hold people to account for their inaction? 

4. Harnessing Community Action: How can we engage our communities 
in reducing the impact of the climate emergency? 

a. We need to grow our networks and communications. 
b. We need to learn from each other. 
c. How do we develop trust for the messengers? 
d. The co-benefits around health and well-being need to be highlighted in climate action. 
e. Could we form well-being partnerships? 

5. Adaptation and Flood Resilience: How do we adapt to climate change? 
a. We need a partnership approach. 
b. Don’t make adaptations that make future climate risks worse. 
c. We need more tree planting, sustainable urban drainage and education. 
d. Stop flooding before it happens - flood prevention action higher up towards the source(s). 
e. We need better communication. 
f. We need funding for resilience, prevention rather than cure. 

6. Transport: How do we get people excited about active travel and sustainable transport? 
a. We could use the ‘You. Smart. Thing.’ travel assistant to personalise active travel options. 
b. We need to increase digital options. 
c. We need to encourage electric vehicle car clubs. 
d. Travel options need to be more accessible. 

7. Biodiversity and River Health: How do we increase biodiversity in our district? 
a. Need more government protection. 
b. Roll-out the Wellesbourne open wild gardens initiative to other towns and villages. 
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c. How do we make the most of Biodiversity Net Gain? 
d. We need better environmental planning policies. 

8. Litter and Waste: How can we reduce waste in the district? 
a. Make it clearer what can go in the recycling bins. 
b. Where can fabric waste go? 
c. We need Town Rangers. 
d. We need town recycling facilities for blister packs. 
e. We need to think of ways to reduce plastic water bottle 

waste. 
9. Schools: How are local schools tackling the climate emergency? 

a. Get children outside more often into the natural environment. 
b. There are many short fixes now – but what do they do for our future? If we knew the long-

term impacts of the changes we can make now that made our future better, we would be 
more likely to do them. 

c. Make reusable water bottles part of the school uniform to 
reduce plastic waste and more children would be aware of 
waste and recycling.  

d. All schools need a climate action plan in place and support 
from Let’s Go Zero and others. 

 
Photos courtesy of: Helena Souza Lima, Corporate Communications Officer, Stratford-on-Avon District 
Council. Climate Assembly September 2024 | Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Jacky Lawrence, LCWN, September 2024 

 

LCWN Steering Group 
The Steering Group meet infrequently and only when we have something of significance to discuss. If you 
would like to get in touch with us or wish to join the email address list to receive the Newsletter directly, 
please contact Bob Sherman at lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com 
 
To find out a little more about the steering group members see their ‘who are we?’ answers:- 
Bob Sherman - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-3-February-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Jacky Lawrence - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-7-June-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Ted Dowdeswell - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-9-August-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Ian Wood - LCWN-Newsletter-Issue-10-September-2021.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Teresa Buckle - LCWN-Newsletter-February-2023-issue-24.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Matt Black - LCWN-Newsletter-April-2023-issue-26.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
Louise Bowlt - LCWN-Newsletter-August-2023-issue-30.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 
 

Do you want to host a LCWN event in your community? 
If you would like to host an RSA funded “Low Carbon Community” event where you live, please email: 
lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com and let us know where and when and we will support you in planning it. You 
will not be on your own. 
 
The LCWN Steering Group have also started to develop an event resource and ideas library to support 
your event planning. We have also enabled the opportunity to share regular Parish Mag and other 
publications between groups. Seven groups in the Network are now sharing their Parish Mag articles and a 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/environment/climate-aaa.cfm
mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F03%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-3-February-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=09J406TY0z9F0c2EhuGVqPfRtwWvIwNAGrFy6Eff%2FbU%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F07%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-7-June-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uOSznK5Ya3yGeOkNECgfaF1rQPZsL%2BNynPwHKu8J4DU%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F09%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-9-August-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4T%2BYyZ%2FHEuy7iuWm%2FpzTZ86V2qNKp2ZpWsC2g0YO5A%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F10%2FLCWN-Newsletter-Issue-10-September-2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MbWdWpR5j0%2Faowsp0clv3ZM0%2Bt%2FLlYZan0vc32Hxu7Q%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F03%2FLCWN-Newsletter-February-2023-issue-24.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=thR49uYJuQ50HVyK4zIO%2BHkmy4NcYCj4Uu3KVQW3aBc%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F06%2FLCWN-Newsletter-April-2023-issue-26.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabd8e6a3022b4995f60708db884b1442%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638253628264459468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h0WKXZFMZzzI0jdHJ4o9UD%2BbONV01eh2TX8uSa888Eo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/LCWN-Newsletter-August-2023-issue-30.pdf
mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com


4 
 
 
 

 

suggested communications plan has been developed. Contact Jacky Lawrence for more details. email: 
lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com 
 

The RSA 
Callum Bate is the Area Manager for the Central Area. His contact details are: The 
RSA, 8 John Adam Street, London, WC2N 6EZ, e: Callum.Bate@rsa.org.uk, w: The 
RSA - RSA 
 
The RSA – the Royal Society for encouragement of the Arts, manufactures and commerce. Where world-
leading ideas are turned into world-changing actions. The RSA is committed to a world where everyone can 
fulfil their potential and contribute to more resilient, rebalanced, and regenerative futures. 
 

Act on Energy – Winter is Coming Events 
With the colder weather just around the corner, we will 
be attending the following events in Warwickshire 
outlined around the message of ‘Winter is Coming – Are 
you Prepared?’ 
 
Discussions and advice will centre around the cost-of-
living pressures as well as focusing on the practical help 
that is available. 
 
The Warm Hub, Sydni Centre, Leamington Spa, CV31 1PT, 
October 22nd, 2024, 11 a.m. till 2 p.m. 
 
Stratford Heating & Energy Bills Support (SHEBS) 
Financial help is available for eligible Stratford District 
residents towards energy bills and to replace and repair 
heating systems – please find information about the 
scheme and its eligibility criteria here: Stratford Heating & Energy Bills Support (SHEBS) | Act On Energy 
 
We’re here to help! www.actonenergy.org.uk Call 0800 988 2881 or email advice@actonenergy.org.uk 
 
With over 25 years’ experience, Act on Energy is an award-winning energy advice charity covering the 
West Midlands, including Warwickshire. Working in partnership with the Local Authorities and external 
organisations, we offer a range of services - from free, impartial energy advice and help with applying for 
grants and funding for energy efficiency measures through to financial welfare support for those struggling 
with the cost of living. Act on Energy UK | Facebook 
 

Transition Town Rugby – Thinking Thursdays 
A few groups in Rugby are working together to organise some talks, films and discussions, under the 
banner 'Thinking Thursdays'. Details at https://www.transitiontownrugby.org/initiatives/thinking-
thursdays. Booking not essential, but will guarantee a seat.  

 
Thinking Thurdays is a series of events offering an opportunity to think about climate and related issues, 
and discuss solutions - local, national, international. 

mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
mailto:Callum.Bate@rsa.org.uk
https://www.thersa.org/
https://www.thersa.org/
https://www.actonenergy.org.uk/support/shebs
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.actonenergy.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C77f699606ab24a52c29908dc8c4ecf0e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638539517322974672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rdBAqcBvrupE2vCcmRE50YCjI2lSkYC6A93Tz4lGqrU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:advice@actonenergy.org.uk
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Factonenergyuk&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce9800d6298174b9bc5e008dca0e98b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638562172149714454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cViGE5SUCWVO8YaigteKNP%2BJwfRww62%2B97qlCz%2BJmDE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.transitiontownrugby.org/initiatives/thinking-thursdays
https://www.transitiontownrugby.org/initiatives/thinking-thursdays
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• Thursday 10th October - showing of In Our Hands film and discussion 
about the local foo d system. Tickets available here 

• Thursday 14th November - talk and discussion led by Warwickshire 
Wildlife Trust about the Local Nature Recovery Strategy - to be 
confirmed 

• Thursday 12th December - film and discussion about sustainable housing and Passiv Haus design - 
more details to follow 

 
All events are at Rugby Eco Hub, Claremont Centre, Clifton Road CV21 3QE. Doors open 7pm for a 7.30pm 
start. Free, but suggested donation £2. In collaboration with Rugby Friends of the Earth and Rugby Green 
Christians. 
 
Sign up for the Rugby Eco Hub Newsletter here: https://rugbyecohub.org/ 
Transition Town Rugby 
Library of Things (rugbyecohub.org) 
https://rugbyecohub.org/repair-cafe 
Carrie Pailthorpe, Tranistion Town Rugby 
 

Net Zero Stratford – Climate Hub 
Net Zero Stratford hope to are starting Carbon Literacy training from the Climate Hub on September 16th 
for their supporters. Net Zero Stratford will be offering free courses to residents of Stratford District in the 
coming months. Net Zero – Stratford's home for community climate action (netzerostratford.org.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 
Net Zero Climate Hub, 30 Meer St, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6QB. We are open Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays (unless the Saturday clashes with the Repair Cafe). 
For event queries, please contact janet@netzerostratford.org.uk,  
Janet Palmer, Net Zero Stratford 

https://rugbyecohub.org/
https://www.transitiontownrugby.org/home
https://rugbyecohub.org/library-of-things
https://rugbyecohub.org/repair-cafe
https://netzerostratford.org.uk/
mailto:janet@netzerostratford.org.uk
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Diary Dates 
SEPTEMBER 
WCA, Big Save, Mancetter Memorial Hall, September 21st 2024, 11 a.m. till 2 p.m. 
The Warwickshire Climate Alliance Big Save event will take place at Mancetter Memorial Hall on the 21st of 
September, 2024 and follows the same approach as previous WCA events in Nuneaton and Coleshill. 
The event theme is to enthuse and enable local residents to achieve home energy cost savings from on-
hand practical advice about insulation and draft proofing. Also, to provide information on alternative 
energy systems and energy provider advice. 
 
Our 'Pop-Up' Repair Cafe will, hopefully, act as a catalyst to start a Mancetter Repair Cafe by realising both 
cost savings and community 'well-being', not to mention CO2 emission reductions. 
 
If anyone is interested in supporting the event planning or providing an activity on the day,  please contact 
Steve Currie by email: stephenjames.currie@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

Eco Anthem Competition, deadline 30th September 2024 
Winners will receive a professional recording of their song and they 
aim for widespread distribution via social media, downloads, and 
airplay.  
 
This project is supported by Artists Project Earth, who have 
supporting global ecological initiatives for 15 years with top artists in 
collaboration with The Resurgence Trust, which publishes Resurgence 
& Ecologist magazine and The Ecologist website, the pioneering, 

mailto:stephenjames.currie@hotmail.com
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voices in the ecology movement for over 50 years. Learn more here: Home | The Ecologist 
To submit your song/s, please send an MP3 or WAV as an email attachment or as a link to a shared drive to 
yasmin.ecoanthem@gmail.com by 30th September 2024. 
 
Bidford’s Clothes Swap At the Village Cafe, First Saturday of each month, 2-4pm 
Coffee, cake, a new outfit and a warm feeling knowing your unwanted clothes have a new life - what’s not 
to like? 
 
How does it work? 
 
• Dig out up to 10 items of clothing that you don’t 

want - clean and in reasonable condition, please 
• Bring them along to the Clothes Swap 
• Get a token to swap the same number of items 
• Have fun choosing from the clothes, shoes, bags, 

hats, etc. 
 
Bidford Climate Change Action Group - Bidford-on-Avon 
Parish Council (bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk) 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 
Bidford Climate Action Event, 20th October 2024 
Bidford Climate Action will be holding an energy advice event on 20th October from 2-4pm at Bidford Fire 
Station (12 Court Way, Bidford-on-Avon, Alcester B50 4BN). 
 

LCWN Schools  – News and Useful Links 
Alcester Academy News from Year 9 Students 
As students we are proud of the strides our school is making in sustainability and are eager to share our 
progress. 
• We are reducing energy consumption by using laptops instead of desktops and implementing 

sensor-activated lights to enhance energy efficiency. 
• Our school is growing its own fruits and vegetables for our food-tech programs, providing fresh and 

local produce and supporting sustainable practices. 
• We are incorporating self-development and sustainability into our curriculum. 
• We have also made a meaningful change by selecting a food supplier that prioritizes sustainability 

and ethical processes. 
Through these initiatives our school is not only contributing to the net-zero by 2030 target but also 
inspiring us to play an active role in creating a greener future. We hope to keep excelling and be consistent 
in our journey towards a more sustainable future. We hope that this inspires other institutes to be more 
sustainable as well. 
Eshal Rehman, Charlotte Brown and Eddie Williams, Alcester Academy, 14th September 2024 
 

 

https://theecologist.org/
mailto:yasmin.ecoanthem@gmail.com
https://bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk/bidford-climate-change-action-group/
https://bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk/bidford-climate-change-action-group/
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Green Schools Project 
Green Schools Project - ZERO CARBON SCHOOLS 2024-25 – SCHOOL AGREEMENT (beaconforms.com) 
Green Schools Project Autumn Term News (mailchi.mp)  
zero carbon schools - Green Schools Project 
 
Curriculum and Assessment Review 
Government launches Curriculum and Assessment Review - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Department for Education, Sustainability and climate change strategy 
Sustainability Support for Education 
 

Warwickshire County Council – Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation 
The public engagement period for our Nature Recovery Strategy will end on 
Sunday 29th September 2024. 
 
We need the help of everyone in Warwickshire to shape the development of a 
new Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for the county. 
 
The LNRS is a key strategy that will outline a roadmap for restoring and 
improving Warwickshire's natural environment ensuring that it is sustainable 
now and for future generations. 
Your thoughts on a Nature Recovery Strategy for Warwickshire - Warwickshire 
County Council - Citizen Space 
 
Listen WCC’s Sustainable Warwickshire Podcasts here: https://sustainablewarwickshire.podbean.com/ 
 
It's not too late to apply for funding to create community orchards and micro woods. We have extended 
the application period for you to apply for funding to create orchards and micro woods until the end of 
2024. Community groups given longer to apply for tree planting funding in Warwickshire – Warwickshire 
County Council 
 
Sheep give biodiversity a boost at Ryton Pools Country Park. Hebridean Sheep set to stay at Ryton Pools 
Country Park – Warwickshire County Council 
 

Ted’s Tech - It’s the smell they are after! 
Levidian Nanosystems Ltd. of Cambridge take gases given off by sewage sludge and farm effluents, using 
their innovative Loop technology and separate it into Hydrogen and Graphene. 
 
They have two main projects, one with United Utilities at Manchester sewage works and one at Worthy 
Dairy Farm, Glastonbury, Somerset. 
 
To find out more, search:- Levidian.com 
LOOP (levidian.com) 
Hexla and Levidian bring pioneering climate technology to Worthy Farm | Levidian 
 
LCWN members, do you have a smelly farm in your area that might be interested in learning more? 
Ted Dowdeswell, Member of Harbury Energy Initiative 

https://greenschoolsproject.beaconforms.com/form/8f34ab9e
https://mailchi.mp/77aa0e1590bb/green-schools-project-autumn-term-news?e=419862fa85
https://www.greenschoolsproject.org.uk/zero-carbon-schools/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-curriculum-and-assessment-review
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/
https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/nature-recovery/
https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/nature-recovery/
https://sustainablewarwickshire.podbean.com/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5509/community-groups-given-longer-to-apply-for-tree-planting-funding-in-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5509/community-groups-given-longer-to-apply-for-tree-planting-funding-in-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5460/hebridean-sheep-set-to-stay-at-ryton-pools-country-park
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5460/hebridean-sheep-set-to-stay-at-ryton-pools-country-park
https://www.levidian.com/loop
https://www.levidian.com/recent-press2/hexla-and-levidian-bring-pioneering-climate-technology-to-worthy-farm
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Climate change action – all in our heads? - by our guest blogger Neil Kitching 
The psychology of climate change. Why aren’t we doing more?  
 
My readers know that we should be taking climate change seriously, very 
seriously. We are educated, articulate, care for the environment, care for 
each other, and claim to care about future generations. Why are our 
emissions not falling faster? 
 
Please note that this article is for those based in ‘high income’ countries; 
‘low income’ countries have more justification to concentrate on economic 
growth. I have added links (in brackets) to my previous blogs for those that 
wish to delve deeper. 
 
I am no expert, but it seems that psychology and social norms trump science. The science is clear. Any 
warming over 1.5 degrees is ‘dangerous’ (Global Climate Report), yet we are already nudging that level and 
committed to much more. Impacts will be unpleasant at best, and some will be irreversible. For example, 
melting ice sheets, sea level rise, and changes in ocean currents (Sea Level Rise). 
 
We lead busy lives, with a range of priorities and pressures. Just getting on with our lives can be enough. 
Some people have spare money, some get by, some struggle. But more wealth doesn’t seem to be a key 
factor in taking decisive action. Rich people may invest in solar panels, but overall, they create more 
emissions (The Super Rich). 
 
Parts of the fossil fuel industry must take part of the blame. Like the smoking industry (Smoking and 
Climate), they have stifled research, misled the public and politicians, and convinced us that there is no 
alternative.  Many politicians, particularly in the USA, receive funding from the fossil fuel industry. Some 
have run a successful campaign to cast doubt and to delay environmental regulations. Yet, the fossil fuel 
industry only exists because we continue to buy their products. We now need the experts who work in the 
fossil fuel industry to invest their talents into renewables and better solutions. 
 
I’m not sure we can place the blame on politicians. Most are good at reading the public mood. Yes, they 
can be unduly influenced by lobbyists, but they also react to public pressure. They simply don’t receive 
enough of that pressure. 
 
Public opinion is hard to measure. Whilst polls indicate a majority in favour of more action to tackle the 
climate crisis, change is never easy in reality. People don’t like being told they have to buy an electric car, 
or a heat pump, or to eat less meat. Even when the majority is in favour, local campaign groups spring up 
to prevent or delay action, for example, campaigning against new transmission pylons to transport 
renewable electricity. 
 
The traditional television and newspaper media have switched their approach in the last few years. Most 
no longer feel the need to provide a false balance – one story questioning climate change for every story in 
support of climate change. Of course, there are exceptions, with some newspapers readily taking up any 
story that criticises the switch to electric vehicles or heat pumps. But overall, the media has ‘got onboard’ 
in the last few years. 

http://www.carbonchoices.uk/index.php/blog/blog-43
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2050%20-%20Sea%20Level%20Rise.docx
http://www.carbonchoices.uk/index.php/blog/blog-31
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2014%20-%20smoking.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2014%20-%20smoking.docx
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Social media is a can of worms. There is good and bad in it, what else can I say? The unfortunate fact is that 
it is an ‘echo chamber’ where like-minded people get together, so it stifles polite and meaningful debate. It 
raises fears or sows the seed of doubt in people who otherwise may act more decisively. 
 
Community groups can, and should, be part of the solution. But they are often trying to push a boulder 
uphill. They struggle to make an impact beyond a small group of activists. They can help to enact local 
change if the conditions are ripe, but we need politicians and businesses to create the right environment 
for local community action. 
 
Individual lifestyle changes can have an immediate impact (How to Slash your Carbon Footprint).  Choosing 
to share a house will reduce our home emissions, whilst where we choose to live can have a significant 
impact on our need to travel. However, many of us still perceive it to be desirable to move out of cities into 
suburbs or the country. Dietary changes (The Mediterranean Diet) are difficult for many and have not been 
adopted by the majority.  Buying less, and producing less waste, sounds easy but we are bombarded with 
marketing adverts and cheap products (Can we, should we, buy less Stuff?) and have access to poor 
recycling facilities. 
 
The cost of changing to low carbon solutions is a concern, although sometimes misplaced (Insulate your 
Home), and based on short termism.  Electric cars may cost more but their lifetime costs are now lower 
than petrol cars. The good news is the dramatic falling cost of solar pv, wind power and batteries are 
beginning to have a real global impact on carbon emissions (The Electric Tipping Point).  However, some 
solutions are still more expensive, and some will always be so based on current global economics. For 
example, decarbonising steel and concrete manufacturing is expensive. Meanwhile farmers have doubts 
about the practicalities of using fewer artificial fertilisers and pesticides. 
 
Economics and capitalism may be an underlying problem. But we are not ready to change tack 
dramatically. Politicians still espouse economic growth, or, if we are lucky, ‘sustainable economic growth.’  
There is a concern that if one country stopped economic growth, they would lose competitiveness and 
strength in a hostile world. However, our economy is based on continued growth which requires ever more 
energy and raw materials. Efficiency and recycling help but are not enough, and the ‘rebound effect’ is 
powerful. If, for example, I receive a government grant to invest in energy efficiency at home, this will 
reduce my energy bills. What will I do with my spare money? I could save it, in which case a bank will invest 
it in a growing company, or I could spend it on an overseas holiday perhaps? 
 
Businesses are integral to climate action. In our economy it is businesses that provide the goods and 
services that we all use. Given the right conditions they can act fast and enable radical changes to happen 
quickly. For example, new regulations quickly transformed the manufacture of home fridges and freezers 
to be far more energy efficient. But businesses are still obsessed with growth and this growth often 
overwhelms the good that they do – they now encourage us to buy larger fridges and freezers (with 
constant chilled water on tap), then we come under pressure to extend our houses and kitchens to have 
space for our larger fridges. 
 
Solutions must be practical before we will adopt them. The first electric cars had insufficient range for most 
people. Today people are still worried about the lack of charging infrastructure. Fortunately, these 
challenges are being steadily overcome (EV’s: An Honest Assessment).  Innovation and government 
investment can help to lay the foundation for more practical solutions. 

https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2053-%20Cutting%20your%20carbon%20%20footprint.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2052%20-%20A%20Mediterranean%20Diet.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2035%20-%20Consumption.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2019%20-%20Insulate%20your%20home.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2019%20-%20Insulate%20your%20home.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2055%20-%20The%20Electric%20Tipping%20Point.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2058%20-%20EVs.docx
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With rare exceptions humans act when they perceive an immediate threat. We are not good at long term 
planning even if it is good for us such as investing in our pensions or looking after our health. Climate 
change impacts seem like something for the future, although it is already happening faster than predicted. 
We all claim to care about our grandchildren, but are we acting that way? Short termism is a real problem. 
 
So, you can see that there is no shortage of reasons and excuses for us not acting as fast as we should. But I 
think there is one more, based on psychology. This is the ‘herd mentality.’  We act based on social norms. 
No-one else seems to be panicking about climate change. People still buy petrol cars, go on foreign 
holidays, eat meat. We see adverts for cheap foreign holidays, marketing campaigns to buy ever more stuff 
which will somehow make us happier. Most people are not out demonstrating and demanding change 
from politicians. I think we are hoping that it will all somehow be ok, that action will be taken, perhaps the 
scientists are wrong, perhaps new technology will come to our rescue. It was cold this week where I live, 
perhaps climate change is exaggerated. Is this wishful thinking? Sorry, but yes is the answer. 
 
Conclusions 
Imagine a future conversation with your grandchild. They ask you three questions: 
 

1. “Didn’t you know that you were killing the planet?” 
2. “Why didn’t you stop?” 
3. “What did you do to tackle the climate crisis?” 

 
Will you be proud of your answers? 
 
In conclusion, I think we need psychologists to work alongside scientists and economists to come up with 
solutions which are radical, but acceptable to the public (What if?). 
 
Further Reading 
ISM (individual, social, material) is a free to use tool to understand and deliver behaviour change. It draws 
from economics, social psychology, and sociology. 
The Climate Psychology Alliance is another useful source. 
 

Carbon Choices: If you like my blogs, you might also enjoy my book, Carbon Choices on the common-
sense solutions to our climate and nature crises. Available here Buy (carbonchoices.uk). I am donating one 
third of profits to rewilding projects. Follow me: @carbonchoicesuk (twitter) @carbonchoices (Facebook) 
@carbonchoices (Instagram).  
Climate change action – all in our heads? (carbonchoices.uk) 
Neil Kitching, August 2024 
 

Thoughts from an Organic Farmer – The blighted progress of potatoes 
I have loved growing potatoes since my first memories of 
helping my mother dig them in the garden. My first 
commercial crop was harvested with a tiny, gentle, tractor-
drawn elevator digger. This sieved the soil to reveal the 
golden nuggets, which were dropped back on the ground to 
be hand-picked into sacks. Then came the Faun wrap-around 
harvester, which delivered the spuds into a bagger – and 
finally a trailed harvester, which deposited them into a trailer alongside. To speed up harvesting and 

https://d.docs.live.net/921ce9fe6cc8eb7c/Documents/Carbon%20Choices/Blogs/Blog%2018%20-%20Climate%20Optimism.docx
https://www.ismtool.org/
https://www.climatepsychologyalliance.org/index.php
http://www.carbonchoices.uk/index.php/buy
https://twitter.com/carbonchoicesuk
https://www.facebook.com/carbonchoices
https://www.instagram.com/carbonchoices/
http://www.carbonchoices.uk/index.php/blog/blog-61
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improve the shape and ‘skin finish’ of potatoes, in the 90s it became the norm to pre-sieve, or ‘clod 
separate’, the soil before planting.  
 
But as machines got larger and harvesting got faster, the farm-gate price of potatoes fell. The minimum 
commercially viable acreage rose from two, to ten, to several hundred acres. Eventually, the specialist 
investment required drove small growers out of potato farming. I quit 30 years ago. The other casualty was 
the soil: beaten into a seed bed in spring, then sieved, driven over, sieved again, and (on non-organic 
farms) subjected to a barrage of synthetic fertilisers and pesticides. 
 
Overall that time, a constant problem has been Phytophthora infestans: the humidity-loving, super-
aggressive pathogen that causes potato blight. Its arrival in Ireland in 1845 was one of the triggers of the 
Great Famine, and blight has been with us ever since. Copper, in various formulations, can be a moderately 
effective fungicide. This used to be allowed under organic standards; however, copper is persistent in the 
environment and is non-selective, meaning that it also damages beneficial soil fungi. Over the last 20 years, 
copper has been progressively restricted, and finally banned as a fungicide on potatoes – leaving organic 
growers at the mercy of a disease that can wipe out a crop in a week. 
 
Our growers are trialling disease-resistant varieties, and planting potatoes further apart for better 
ventilation. Despite that, this wet summer has allowed blight to spread. To stop the dreaded disease from 
washing off the foliage and down to the tubers below in heavy rain, the crops have been mowed and then 
burnt. This seals the stems and kills any spores. Later this month, the potatoes’ skins will be set, and 
(weather permitting) they will be harvested at last. Savour them when they arrive; spuds may seem like a 
humble crop, but it takes a lot to bring them to your plate. 
Guy Singh-Watson, 5th September 2024, farmer and founder and creator of Riverford Organic Farm 
 

Useful Links 
• www.harburyenergy.co.uk 

• Warwickshire Low Carbon Network – Harbury Energy Initiative 

• Community Energy Warwickshire Fund https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf The fund aims to:  

o • Support the development and installation of renewable energy projects  
o • Encourage the sustainable use of energy and reductions in carbon emissions  
o • Promote public awareness of environmental issues and support educational initiatives  
o Available Funding - There’s grant of up to £2,000. Funding must be spent within 1 year. CEW-

2020.pdf (heartofenglandcf.co.uk) 

• Energy Efficiency Grants | Stratford-on-Avon District Council 

• Green Homes Grants - Energy efficiency at home - Warwick District Council (warwickdc.gov.uk) 

• Solar Soft Loans | Heart of England CE (hecommunityenergy.org) HECE’s Solar Soft Loans are a 
subsidised investment model. They are only available to schools and community organisations. 

 
Repair Cafés  
• Repair Cafés – Sustainable Warwickshire, (Alcester, Barford, Harbury, Kenilworth, Leamington Spa, 

Rugby, Stratford, Wellesbourne. 
• https://www.repaircafe.org/en/cafe/repair-cafe-southam/ 
• https://www.repaircafe.org/en/cafe/budbrooke-repair-cafe/ 
• Napton on the Hill 
• Visit a Repair Café Near You (repaircafe.org) 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harburyenergy.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C222b9035af1740a0168f08d9c9f22e14%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637762864429102919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gFjyXAE9a0Giv0ODLcYFPYVQO98FSefZDmuXXJsrnZs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/warwickshire-low-carbon-network/
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
https://www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CEW-2020.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/green-home-grants.cfm
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20468/climate_change/1439/energy_efficiency_at_home/3
https://www.hecommunityenergy.org/solar-soft-loans
https://www.sustainablewarwickshire.co.uk/resources-waste-circular-economy-3/repair-caf%C3%A9s
https://www.repaircafe.org/en/cafe/repair-cafe-southam/
https://www.repaircafe.org/en/cafe/budbrooke-repair-cafe/
https://www.repaircafe.org/en/visit/
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The Great Collaboration (1 hour) Banter Sessions for Town and Parish Councils 

• Banter 26: Messages, 03Jul24, Andrew Maliphant | Knowledgebase (greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 27: Creating Biodiverse Woodlands (& ESG), 10Jul24, Michael Cunningham | Knowledgebase 
(greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 28: Funding our Future, 17Jul24, Joolz Thompson | Knowledgebase (greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 29: Younity and Community Energy, 24Jul24, Michaela Cryar | Knowledgebase 
(greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 30: Programme Review, 31Jul24, Andrew Maliphant | Knowledgebase 
(greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 31: Peterborough Accelerated Net Zero Project, 07Aug23, Gemma Birley | Knowledgebase 
(greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 32: Sustainability in Sport, 14Aug24, Claudine Pearson | Knowledgebase 
(greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 33: Climate Change and the new Government, 21Aug24, Ed Gemmell | Knowledgebase 
(greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 34: Hay Community Resilience Initiative, 28Aug24, Mike Eccles | Knowledgebase 
(greatcollaboration.uk) 

• Banter 35: Biosphere Reserves, 04Sep24, Chris McFarlina | Knowledgebase (greatcollaboration.uk) 
 

• Banter sessions (inc table of all sessions) | Knowledgebase (greatcollaboration.uk) 
 

Want to get involved? – Warwickshire’s Climate and Environmental Action Groups 
LCWN Steering Group member, Ian Wood, has mapped the locations of all the Warwickshire climate and 
environment community action groups in the Network.  
 
LCWN Map - Google My Maps (right click, 
open hyperlink).  
 
If there are still gaps or errors in your entry, 
or if you have a question, please let Ian know. 
 
email: lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-25-earthwatch-fresh-water-26jun24-sam-frith/banter-26-messages-03jul24-andrew-maliphant
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-27-creating-biodiverse-woodlands-and-esg-10jul24-michael-cunningham
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-27-creating-biodiverse-woodlands-and-esg-10jul24-michael-cunningham
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-28-funding-our-future-17jul24-joolz-thompson
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-29-younity-and-community-energy-24jul24-michaela-cryar
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-29-younity-and-community-energy-24jul24-michaela-cryar
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-30-programme-review-31jul24-andrew-maliphant
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-30-programme-review-31jul24-andrew-maliphant
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-31-peterborough-accelerated-net-zero-project-07aug23-gemma-birley
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-31-peterborough-accelerated-net-zero-project-07aug23-gemma-birley
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-32-sustainability-in-sport-14aug24-claudine-pearson
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-32-sustainability-in-sport-14aug24-claudine-pearson
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-33-climate-change-and-the-new-government-21aug24-ed-gemmell
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-33-climate-change-and-the-new-government-21aug24-ed-gemmell
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-34-hay-community-resilience-initiative-28aug24-mike-eccles
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-34-hay-community-resilience-initiative-28aug24-mike-eccles
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions/banter-35-biosphere-reserves-04sep24-chris-mcfarlina
https://wiki.greatcollaboration.uk/knowledgebase/events/banter-sessions-inc-table-of-all-sessions
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1wQEJfU17VNDxRVK7YN1sV5asCNOYUck&ll=52.218479910427234%2C-1.5952800000000034&z=10
mailto:lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com
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LCWN Facebook group  
Low Carbon Warwickshire Network | Facebook 
Set up by Emma Powell for everyone to share useful things. Please like and follow it. Please send any 
comments to lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com  
(2) Low Carbon Warwickshire Network | Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Low-Carbon-Warwickshire-Network-101562702401683/ 
 

 
Have your say— What do you want to see in future editions? 
This is your newsletter and only as good as you make it – it is your opportunity to let us know 
what you wish to see in your newsletter: publicise any on-line events you are holding, let 

other community groups know what you are currently up to, share your experiences, let others know of 
interesting low carbon news . 
 
Ideas, requests, offers, Q & A, hints & tips 
Please send all copy (by 12th of each month), news items, case studies, details of events, comments, 
suggestions and enquiries about this newsletter to: lowcarbonwarks@gmail.com referring to the issue 
date and number for queries or phone Jacky Lawrence on 07906 440496. 

 
 

For contact names and details see the May 2023 or earlier newsletters. 
LCWN-Newsletter-May-2023-issue-27.pdf (harburyenergy.co.uk) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/921858308434557
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921858308434557
https://www.facebook.com/Low-Carbon-Warwickshire-Network-101562702401683/
https://www.harburyenergy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/LCWN-Newsletter-May-2023-issue-27.pdf

