
 

REACH Workshop – 26/03/2024 

1. Initial session – what priorities and challenges do communities have 

• Many rural communities felt their greatest challenge was moving away from oil-powered 
heating, especially in conservation zones. 

• Old houses are difficult to heat and insulate. 
• Autonomous transport could be rolled out as early as 2026 and this will change how 

transport is viewed on rural areas – eg 8-person EV pods, how will they be charged? We 
need to plan ahead. 

• Challenges include alignment of the things/processes that need to happen 
(planning/finance etc) – long timelines to get projects off the ground 

• Different technologies working together eg EV charging, connecting solar panels, energy 
storage 

 

2. Three talks about existing innovation projects 

Dave Creen, Bishops Castle, Shropshire 

Intalling a heat network, it’s not viable to power the heat pumps from the grid. Therefore looking 
at installing a wind turbine, which would also provide power to the local leisure centre and 
school. 

  



Damian Tow, Brighton Energy Cooperative 

Used EV charging to provide revenue to make the community solar panels financially viable. 

 

   

   

 

He is happy to share his business case damian@brightonenergy.co.uk 
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Kensa Vision 

Heat the streets – heat networks 

   

   

   

 

 

 

  



3. More about REACH 

   

They’re not looking at projects that just involve standalone generation (eg solar panels).  



Heat networks – Kensa 

   

  

   

 
• Ground source heatpumps can be good for listed buildings, conservation areas 
• Networked heatpumps take away the upfront cost of ground source bore holes, which 

can be a barrier 
• Use local assets (e.g. lake/river heat source, waste heat from local industries e.g. 

warehouses. 

  



EV charging - VEPOD 

 

   

   

   

   

 



   

   

 

• Modular – can be adapted over time 
• Charging heads need constant power ‘always on’ 
• Requires ~2 tennis courts of land (includes space for vehicles) 
• Need buy-in from the community 

 

 

 

 

 

 


